BABY KEHINDE – A CHILD IN NEED OF JUSTICE
Aimed at achieving justice for baby Kehinde Babalola, SERAC with its team of dedicated staff made up of Nduka Njoku (Senior Legal Officer) and Osaretin Aghedo (Programs Officer, Health) set out for Ibadan to authenticate and investigated baby Kehinde’s story.

Baby Kehinde was admitted at University College Hospital (UCH) Ibadan on a reported case of diarrhea and was placed on drip but due to the negligence of the hospital staff, the tourniquet that was tied on her arm during fixing of the infusion was forgotten.  This incident resulted in the arm developing gangrene and was subsequently amputated.
SERAC in collaboration with the Positive Life Association of Nigeria (PLAN) a Non-Governmental Organization based in Ibadan, Oyo State Nigeria decided to work together towards achieving justice for baby Kehinde and the Babalolas in general.

The circumstances surrounding the amputation of baby Kehinde’s arm was viewed by SERAC as a gross breach of the Fundamental Rights of the innocent child particularly as it relates right to health.  According to SERAC, bay Kehinde is entitled to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health as enshrined in World Health Organisation (WHO) constitution and Article 12 of ICESCR.

SERAC undertook a second visit to Ibadan after considering all the issues involved in baby Kehinde’s matter.  Also upon the invitation of PLAN to attend a meeting at UCH.  A team of SERAC Staff, Emmanuel Nwaghodoh and Osaretin Aghedo attended the meeting on 24th July, 2006.  The meeting which was scheduled for 2:00pm could not commence until about 4:30pm due to the absence of the Chief Medical Director.  However, when he eventually arrived the venue, he apologized for the delay and went straight into the business of the day.
The meeting was aimed at charting a way forward for baby Kehinde.  At the meeting issues boarding on the ESC rights of the baby were exhaustively discussed.  Her rights to Education, the determination of her HIV status and her right to adequate compensation amongst others.

At the end of the meeting far reaching decisions were also reached.  On the issue of education, the Chief Medical Director assured SERAC and PLAN that the Hospital management will take up the responsibility of the Child’s education.  The determination of the HIV status of baby Kehinde was also extensively discussed and SERAC was assured that this issue will be given the urgency it requires.  Payment of compensation was also deliberated upon.
The procurement and fixing of prosthetic on baby Kehinde was also an issue when SERAC met with the hospital management.  The hospital agreed to take responsibility of procuring the prosthetic.

SERAC is hopeful that the tripatalite meeting will yield the desired result as there is clear indication that UCH management is ready to make good their promises.

