LFTZ  RESETTLEMENT COMMITTEE INAUGURATED
In demonstration of its commitment to be guided by the terms of the memorandum of understanding it signed on Tuesday, March 27, 2007 with the accredited representatives of the nine communities affected by the Lekki Free Trade Zone (LFTZ) project, the Lagos State government made good its promise to inaugurate the resettlement committee. Specifically, Clauses L, M and N of the Lagos State Government’s obligations and Clauses J, L, K of the Lekki Worldwide Investment Limited’s (LWIL’s) obligations set out in the memorandum of understanding provides that: the Lagos State Government shall set up or ensure the establishment of a Resettlement Committee to be comprised of representatives of the Lagos State Government, the Ibeju-Lekki Local Government Council, LWIL and the affected villages and communities to plan, design, implement, monitor and evaluate the resettlement of individuals and families that may be affected by LFTZ project. Further, the Lagos State Government shall ensure that members of the affected villages and communities have free and effective access to information relevant to their understanding and participation in the LFTZ, in general, and the resettlement process, in particular. 

At the pace-setting inaugural meeting of the resettlement committee organized by the Lekki Free Trade Zone Development Company (LFZDC) on August 30, 2007 in Lagos, elated community representatives of the affected communities, and other committee members comprising officials of the LWIL, LFZDC, government functionaries from the Governors office and various ministries, agencies and parastatals, independent architects, surveyors, SERAC among other stakeholders were sworn in as committee members in full glare of the media. In his opening remarks, LWIL’s Chairman, Mr. Segun Jawando while noting that this was the first time in Nigerian history the establishment of a resettlement committee is being witnessed, he charged committee members to work cooperatively, diligently, transparently and result-oriented, and must identify with the weight of responsibility thrust upon them. 

In the same vein, LWIL Managing Director, MR. T.A.B DISU exulting the LFTZ project’s participatory nature described it as a drive away from the blood-letting and floods of litigation that characterize projects of such magnitude. In particular, he applauded the advocacy role of the Social and Economic Rights Action Center (SERAC) in brokering the peace process between the government and the affected communities to avert the violence that has enveloped the Niger Delta region.  Also speaking at the event, SERAC’s Program Coordinator, Ms. Victoria Ibezim-Ohaeri observed that “local communities must be at the center of processes for achieving economic growth and improvement of living conditions since they are closest to the problems of deprivation and degradation. Their proximity to the problems and understanding of local contexts make them creative resources, active participants and willing initiators in the process of change”, she concluded. 

The inaugural program also coincided with the official signing ceremony of a housing development agreement between the LWIL and the Freeport Estates Limited that had the Alake of Egbaland, Oba Adedotun  Gbadebo in attendance.  

