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Lagos, Nigeria

October 5, 2009

PRESS STATEMENT
World Habitat Day 2009: Planning our Urban Future
Acting on a recommendation of the Commission on Human Settlements, the United Nations General Assembly in 1985, passed a resolution (resolution 40/202 A), designating the first Monday of every October as World Habitat Day. In keeping with this tradition World Habitat Day is being celebrated all over the world today October 5th, 2009 with the theme: Planning Our Urban Future. This theme gives us the opportunity to reflect on the current conditions of our towns and cities and the basic right to adequate shelter for all. 

The celebration in Lagos is being convened by the Social and Economic Rights Action Center (SERAC) and the Lagos Marginalized Communities Forum (LAMCOFOR). Established in May 1995, SERAC is a non-partisan, non-governmental concerned with the promotion and protecting of economic, social, and cultural rights in Nigeria. SERAC seeks to create awareness about these rights and explore strategies for securing their realization. In addition SERAC’s programs aim at broadening access of individuals and communities and strengthening their participation in the design and implementation of social and economic policies/programs that affect them. In keeping with the belief that communities must have the opportunity to act as key players in the process of urban development, in 2006 SERAC helped to create LAMCOFOR, an umbrella association of slum communities in Lagos. LAMCOFOR, comprised of about 45 communities, facilitates networking and collaboration between various marginalized and environmentally challenged Lagos communities and strengthens the capacity of local communities to engage government officials on issues and policies affecting them. 

Both SERAC and LAMCOFOR are deeply concerned with the upsurge in the number of demolitions and forced evictions occurring all over Nigeria under the guise of urban renewal and city beautification. Too many of these evictions and demolitions are in direct violation of the right to adequate housing and are an utter disregard to international human rights treaties of which Nigeria is a signatory.  As such, SERAC and LAMCOFOR are using this World Habitat Day to declare that “Adequate housing is a basic right.” For a number of LAMCOFOR member communities, this right is being denied. Just to name a few examples, Ijora Badia faces the looming threat of forced evictions, perpetuated by government commitments to improve living standards under the Lagos Metropolitan Development and Governance Project (LMDGP); Makoko suffers from suspicious fires that are rendering thousands homeless; and nineteen years after the brutal July 1990 demolition and eviction under the them military administrator of Lagos State Colonel Raji Rasaki, former Maroko residents have yet to obtain any relief, remedy or redress. 
The Federal Republic of Nigeria and its federated states are legally bound to respect, protect and fulfill the provisions of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural rights as well as those of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, which guarantees the right to adequate housing, including a prohibition on forced evictions. Where such evictions become inevitable or considered justifiable, the state is obliged to explore and exhaust all available alternatives including adequate consultation with affected persons before opting for evictions as a last resort with a view to avoiding, or at least minimizing the need for the use of force.

Local councils/municipal authorities and representatives at the local government level are critical to planning our urban future because of their proximity to communities and their ability to understandthe issues that are particular to their constituents and distinct environments. More and more countries are involving municipal and council leaders and communities in the urban planning process in order to make urban development  more inclusive, sustainable, and able to meet the needs of low-income groups. As such, this World Habitat Day Celebration seeks to bring together community members and leaders and their respective local government representatives in order to facilitate greater dialogue about the needs of the participating communities. 
SERAC is therefore calling on all communities, local governments, media practitioners, academics, human rights activists and all public-spirited individuals to support advocacy efforts in ensuring that development takes place with minimal social costs. Where evictions must take place, the communities must be properly consulted and notified and efforts must be made to provide adequate relief for affected persons in the form of alternative housing or adequate compensation. Anything contrary to this is a threat to the promotion and protection of economic, social and cultural rights in Nigeria and beyond. Planning at whatever level, local, state, or federal must be as inclusive as possible for it to be sustainable. 
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Forced evictions constitute a violation of the right to housing!!!
STOP FORCED EVICTIONS TODAY!
