SERAC Conducts Baseline Socio-Economic Survey in Maroko
Between 12th and 26th of May 2007, the Social and Economic Rights Action Center (SERAC) conducted a baseline socio-economic survey in Ilasan, Ikota, and Epe respectively. Initiated as part of SERAC’s Social Housing Initiative Project, these sites presently house large numbers of evictees displaced as a result of the 1990 demolition of Maroko. This study is the second of its kind, following a similar study conducted in the Badia community. 

The baseline socio-economic survey is a major component of SERAC’s Nigeria Social Housing Initiative (NSHI) project, an initiative designed to secure the right to adequate and affordable housing of vulnerable communities. The survey aims to construct a database of target beneficiaries including their current housing and living conditions, skills, and educational level in order to develop customized training programs that will teach vocational skills and place persons in occupations that will provide a stable income base. The data generated will be utilized for strategic planning processes in the course of implementing the project. 

Prior to the survey, over fifty field officers, all youths residing within Maroko, were assigned to each of the focus areas to administer the survey questionnaires. To ensure accuracy, SERAC conducted a training session for the field officers facilitated by SERAC’s consultant in charge of the survey. The training built their capacity to effectively guide respondents through the questionnaires. 

On the day of the survey, the enthusiastic field officers converged at meeting points, after which they were assigned to various units within specified zones. They administered questionnaires randomly while SERAC staff members, including Mr. Ogunseye, supervised the activity.  On completion of the survey, a total of 400 questionnaires were collated for analysis. While the youths continue to pour in words of appreciation for being opportuned to participate in the survey, they are optimistic that their dreams of accessing affordable housing will soon translate into reality under the Nigeria Social Housing Initiative Project. 

SERAC/INTERVOLVE Embark on a Working Visit to Maroko 
As part of activities marking the Nigeria Social Housing Initiative (NSHI) project, SERAC and the Dutch firm, INTERVOLVE on April 4, 2007 undertook a working visit to one of the project’s underlying communities and target beneficiaries under the NSHI project – Maroko, whose former residents are presently scattered around Ilasan, Ikota and Epe.  Maroko evictees are part of the 300,000 members of the former Maroko community that was demolished in 1990 by the then Raji Rasaki-led military administration of Lagos State.  

The working group meeting had in attendance, the NSHI working group team led by Mr. Felix Morka, SERAC’s executive director, project’s technical partner- Mr. Tjeerd Grimmius, project’s survey consultant - Mr. Kunle Ogunseye and a large number of Maroko evictees. The meeting was held at the Maroko Information Center SERAC built in 1999 at Ilasan Housing Estate to expand the community’s access to news information, thereby scaling up their response and participation in relevant discussions or issues regarding their eviction when reported by the media.   

In his opening remarks, the team leader, Mr. Felix Morka, reaffirmed SERAC’s commitment to provide social and affordable housing at an incremental rate under the NSHI project. He also charged community members to take up the challenge of improving their housing and living conditions in order to avert future eviction threats that may emanate from either the government or land owning families within the environs. He added that the project will innovatively employ rubble technology and other modern low-cost techniques, with the aim of trimming down maximally the overall cost of constructing the houses. A unique feature of this technology is its utilization of locally sourced debris as raw material for moulding blocks. The major advantage of this technology lies in its cost effectiveness when compared with cement and other building materials.  

The project’s technical partner and executive director of the Netherlands-based INTERVOLVE, Mr. Tjeerd Grimmius seized the opportunity to enlighten participants on the relevance of the rubble technology to the Nigerian local housing context. When imported, the selected personnel that will operate the machine will undergo practical trainings prior to the commencement of large scale block production. “The block moulding could be produced commercially to generate more funding for the local housing cooperatives”, he recommended. 

The gathering served as one of SERAC’s preparatory meeting preceding the baseline socio-economic survey to be conducted in Ilasan, Ikota and Epe, all under the Maroko community. The baseline socio-economic survey is a key activity under the NSHI project which aims at building a database of relevant information regarding target beneficiaries, their current housing and living conditions. 

Speaking on behalf of the “Maroko community”, Prince Aiyeyemi, leader of the Maroko evictees association reaffirmed the community’s collective support and enthusiasm to participate in the project. However, he flagged financial constraint as one of the biggest challenges as most of them are retirees and pensioners. Nevertheless, he declared the community’s willingness to receive and cooperate with the field workers when the actual base-line is being conducted.  

In furtherance of the success of this project, SERAC is intensifying efforts to find strategic ways to source funds that will support and expand the access of the poor and vulnerable constituencies to adequate shelter. Under this banner, SERAC remains committed to improving their overall housing and living standards as it is working concertedly to make the project a reality. 

